HOW DO I ENOW THAT I AM SAVED?

"These things I wrote %o you (heve T writien unto you) who believe on the nsme of the So
of God; thet ye may know that ve hove etermel life.® I John 5:13. ' -

The gospel according to John wes written to teach lost men how to be saved, "Dut these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ve might have life throuph his neme." John 20:31, The first epistle of John
was written to teach szved men how they mey know they sre saved., God's Word desls with
men and women strictly upon this hasls, as to whether ithey are unbelievers or believers,
lost or saved., DMNetiomality, race, intellectual attsimment, social standing, financisl
achievement, ete., have nothing tc do with these matters,

On this cuestion of assurance of salvation there are two extreme positions. One extreme

is held by people who say that there con be no such thing as definite assurance. The other
is held by people who say that it iz impossible for one-to be a Christisn without knowing
it, They say that regeneration i= such a revolutionsry experience that no one could go
throvgh it without having a knowledse of the fact. If thet be irue then Jobn wrote in
vain. What use is thére for Johm to write thet men msy ¥now if they already know?

However, John said that one can know! He said that he wrote to inform the believer thai

it was possible for him to know thst he had eternel life. And the word that he used for
Pknow" ig a strong word--one thot means to know eleorly and wmmistakably. Our text s8YSs,

- then, that he is writing that they wight know of & certeinty that they have eternal life.
Now if it is impossible for one to &mow that he is ssved, then John wrobe in vein. He

was simply wasting his time and energy if he was tryinmg to give men that which was impossible
for them to have. On the other hond, John wrote in vain if all helievers were already
certain that they were saved. There was no. oceasion for him sending them information

which they already possessed. :

Tn this letter, John writes to those who believe on the name of the Som of God. It is
for all who trust in Christ, bubt for no others. It iz written in order that those who
believe may ¥now that they have eternal life. John asgumes, then, that one mey know, that
it is his privilege to know; but he also assumes thet ome msy be 2 believer and not know
for a certeinty that he is saved. :

The note of assurance is one of the strongest notes in the New Testement religion., Tt

was a religion of stromg and conguering joy. The note of certainty sounded inm it like the
note of & bugle blast. This assursnce is in striking contrast to the unceriainly and

lsck of assurance which many professed Christiams have today. If you should ask meny pro-
fessed Christiens, "Have yom been saved?®, they will amswer, "I reckon so," or "I am trying
to be." If you should ask them, "ire you a child of God?" meny will reply, *T hope s0."
Seme will even go so far as to say, "One cannot ¥mow for sure that he is saved until the
Judgment Dey." But, either one can know whether or not he is saved or the first epistle
of John was written in vain. According to our text, as well as variocus other seriptures,
one can know that he is saved. How we do need the note of New Testament certsinty in cur
religion today! We need the nobe of certainty growing out of an experience of God's grace.
One eertainly will not have power or joy in his religious life as long as he ic asking:

"Am I His or am I not?" FHow can one recommend to others a Saviour whom he is nol certsin
that he knows himself?

There are those who think thst it is presumptuous for us to claim absolute assurance of
salvation. But since it is tauwght in the Seriptures snd since it means so much to the
chpistisnts 1ife and service it seems exceedingly importent thet every Christian should
enjoy the assursnce of sslvation. Surely something is radicslly wrong when people can be
churchgoers 211 their lives and never get farther than to live in hope of receiving "dying
grece” at last. The Thessalonlan telievers did not have to wait until facing death in
order to enter into the positive knowledge of sins forgiven. In Isesiah 32:17 there avpesrs
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the expression "assurance for ever.” Isn' that a wonderfully vnlessing expression?
Assurance, not for a few days, or weeks, or months, or years, or even 2z lifetime, but
forever! It is this blessed assursnce that God delights to impart to 211 who come to
Him as needy sinners secking the way of life. The very moment one takes God at His Word
and truste the lord Jesus as a personal Saviour, that one has eternsl 1ife, and that one
may know it on the suthority of the Holy Seripiures.

Woen Queen Victoria, so long ruler of Britain's vast empire, oceupied her castle st Balmoral,
Scotland, she was in the habit of ecalling, in = friendly way, upon certain cottagers living
in the nelighborhood. One aged Highland woman, who felt greatly honored by these visits

znd who knew the ILord, was anxious about the soul of the gqueen. As the season came to a
close one year, her Majesty was meking her last visit to the humble home of this dear

child of God. After the good-byes were said, the 0ld cottager timidly said, "™ay I ask

your gracious Majesty a question?" "Yes," replied the queen, "as many as you like," 'Will
your Majesty meet me in heaven?" Instantly the royal visiter replied, "I will, through

the all-avalling bleod of Jesus Christ,® That is the only sefe ground for assurance., The
blood shed on Celvary zvails for all classes alike,

ThHe expression "full assurance® cecurs three times in the Epistles, "The full assurance

of faith," (Hebrews 10: 22) the confidence of 2 believer that he is saved; "the full assurance
of understaﬂalnﬁ " (Colossians 2:2) the confidence of an instructed bellever who knows

how he is saved; "and ™the full assurance of hope," (Hebrews 6:11) the confidence of a
believer that ke will be kept to the end. Conceraning this full assurance of salvation

on the part of the believer, allow me to say that:

1. Tt is possible to have it.
That ome may know whether or not he is saved is clearly taught in the Bible., "Ye
may know that ye have eternal iife.”

2. It is s privilege to have it.
No Christisn is living up to his highest privileges and onooruunltles who does not

have this assurance,

3. It is a dubty to have it.
No Christian can render his largest service nor win souls to Christ who 1s himself
living in doubt and uncertainty asbout his own salvation. Perhaps this explains why
the great majority of owr church nmembers are so indifferent and negligent abowt winning
souls to Christ, Since they are not sure of their own szlvation there is neo resson
why they should be concerned aboult getting somebody else into the same plight, One
who is in doubt about his own ssivation will not be a useful and effective Christian.

4e It is a tragedy not to have ii.
One is either saved or lost. He is either a child of God or a child of the devil.
He is either on his wey to heaven or on his way to hell. There is neo middle grouad
. and he ought to know on which side of the line he stands, It is certainly a tragedy
if he does not know. :

Can a person know that he hss been saved, that he is a child of God and that he is a

possessor of eternal 1ife? Can a believer "read his title clesr to mensions in the skies®?
Can one truthfully say, "I know that I am saved and will svend eternity in heaven?" Certainly.
God wants us to know that we are saved, What then are some of the evidences that one ls

2 child of God?

1. A Consciousness Of Faith In Christ.

"ihosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God." I John 5:1, By
believing he does not mean simply an intellectual acceptance of a doetrine, but the
heartful response of one's whole being to Jesus as the Christ, the Som of God. It
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means that he feels the need of 2 divine Saviour, that he believes Christ to be God's
Son and able to save all that come unio Ged by Him. Ii alsc means that he has a
consciousness of yielding to Christ, of casting himself upon Christ as his only hove,
of trusting Him for sslvation. The Bible says that if we believe on Christ we shall
be saved.

The Testimony Of The Seriptures.

"And by Him every one that believeth is justified from all things, from whick ye could
not be justified by the law of Moses." Acts 13:39., '"But as meny as received Him,

to them gave He the right to become children of God, even to them that believe om

His name." John 1:12. "My sheep hear My voice, and I lmow them, and they follow Me:
and I give unto them sternmal life; and they shall never perich, and ne one shall
spatch them out of My hand." John 10:27-28, "He that hath the Son hath lifes; and

he that hath not the Son of God hath not 1ife, These things have I written unto

you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal
1ife, and that ye may believe on the nsme of the Son of God." I John 5:12.13.

We believe the witness of men--what men say--, and therefore should believe even
more the witness of God. And this is God's witness, that if we believe on His Son,
trust the lord Jesus Christ, we have etermal life. If we believe this witness of God
that is recorded in the Bible, then we kmow we sre saved, We can know we are saved
because the Bible says we are saved if we trust the lord Jesus 22 our Saviour.

Do you believe on Jesus as your personal Savicur? Then den't let the devil ever meke
you doubt your selvation for "he that believeth on the Son of God hath etermal]l life.™
God said it, and it is sol

Bo you, in your own heert, believe on Christ as your Savieur? If 8o, God says that

' you are saved., "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that

believeth not the Son shall net see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him,"

John 3:36. God's Word is unchangeably true. If you believe en Christ, you may know
that you are saved because God's Word seys that you are, Surely if the One who saved
us said He did it, we ought to believe Him. "Verily, verily, I say unte you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, snd shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." Johnm 5:24. It is

2 very sirange thing that people would not knew whether thev believe on Christ or
not, Tor it is an ascertainable piece of knowledge. I know whebther or not I think,

I doubt or I resolve; therefore, I ought to know whether or not I believe on Christ.

The Testimony Of The Spirit OF God.

"The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirits, thet we are the children of
God." Romsns 8:16.

A Begire To Plezse The Iord.

John emphasizes this by saying, "And hereby we do ¥mow that we lmow Him, if we keep
His commendments.” I John 2:3. He goes on 4o say in the next verse that, "He that
saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, =and the truth is not
in him." Thet is very plain langmage, but not too plain., A men can easily enough
stend wp in meeting and say, "Yes, I know the Iord." DBut the test comes when he leaves
the meeting. What does he do then? Does his 1ife on the outside conform to hig telk
inside the meeting? Something is wrong when life and talk to not agree., Practice

is what counts, not professien.

A saved man submits to Christ's will, mekes Him the supreme cbjeet of his affections,
and endeavors to do the things thet will please Him. The ssved man hes a dispesition
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to keep the commzndments of Christ and to abhor sin in thought, word and deed., He
yearns to be more like Him im charscter, snd to plesse Fim in his conduet. If you
have a yearning to cheerfully do the will of Christ in your life you may know that
you have been saved., It is not natursl for the wnbeliever to delisht in the will of
the Lord.

Vo A love For Others.

"We know that we hsve passed from death umto 1ife, because we love the brethren. He
that loveth not his brother abideth in death.® I John 3:14. This love is not the
emply effervescence of animal desire, but the pure flame of an ardent affection which
expresses itself in thoughtfulness, sympathy, helpfulness, cooveration, and service,
There is a2 difference between the love here spoken of and a merely humen affection.
The word used here designates a love that is divinely imparted, It is implanted in
ue when we are born again. ILove characterizes God's children; hatred characterizes
the children of Satan.

Love for fellow-Christians proves that one is a child of God. Love for the brethren
is en inevitable result of salvation. If you are saved, there is sure to be some of
the family affection in your heart. Your love for others will be expressed by thoughti-
fulness, sympathy, helpfulness and service,

Vi. & VHetory Over Sin.

"For whatscever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the vietory thet
overcometh the world, even ouwr faith.® I John 5:4. Tn I John 3:9 the .author uses
the present tense of the verb to sin, which denotes not 2 single act, but a course
or habit of 1life. He says that a regenerated person does not live a hebitual life
of sin. It is not a guestion of occcasional, or even of freguent failure, bitterly
lamented and grieved over. It rather implies a course of behavier that is charsc-
teristic. God has made ne provision for His children to be overcome by the demon of
temptation, the siren of the world, and the whirlpeol of the flesh.

We only deceive ourselves if we say that we do not sin., We do not deceive others.

We certainly do not deceive God for He made us and knows 211 abeut us. We do not
deceive Satan because he is after us. But a men can srgue with himself and win, no
matter which side of the guestion he takes, One who claims to be living a perfect
1ife in this world needs only to be asked the question, "Does God ever chastise you?"
This will force him to put his hesd in the noose of a dilemma from which there is no
escape. If he answers, "Yes, Cod chastises me," this would admit his sin because
God would not chastise one who had done no wrong. If he answers, "Nol", then Hebrews 12:8
says, "If ye be without chastisement ye are bastards and not sons." In one cese he
would be a simmer, but saved by grace. In the other case he would be a sinner who
had never been saved at all.

VIi. A Pagsion For The Lost.

The highest achievement possibtle is to bring a soul %o Christ., That should be our
supreme ambition. A saved person longs for the salvation of others and lsbers to
that end. |

With these evidences in mind, test yourself., GCome inte the 1life of privilege. If
you are a Christian it is your privilege to know that you are gaved and rejoice in
the fect and get the new zest and energy that comés from the glorious assurance of
salvation, :



