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"Verily, verily, I say untc you, he that heareth my word, and belisveth on him that sent

we, hath everlssting life, end shall not coms into condemnetion: but ie passed from death
unto life.® John 5:24. '

e know thet we have passed from death unio 1ife.® I Jobm 3:14,

Of whet does Jesus spesk? OFf what does John speak? They do not spesk of bedily and tem~
poral death—-of the death which hag noe music but the sob of breksn hesrts, no plessure
fountains but falling tears, no light but darkness. Seved snd umsaved alike die—~Iinding
no exemption from this debt of nature. dJesus znd John meen spiritusl desth~-snding in
sternel death, the ceath of soul snd body, the dresdful destruction Christ teught men to
fesr, seying: "Feer not them that kill the body, but sre not able to ¥ill the soul: ‘tut
rather fesr him which is sble to desiroy both soul and body in hell,* Matthew 10:28, the
death which ultimetely is Ygoing swey into everlesting fire, prepared for the devil snd
his engelsf--"punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Iord," the en=-
durancs of "ihe wreth of the Iepb'——desth with its sting unremoved.

trhere is & (osth whose Dang
Cuplests the fleeting bresth,

Oh, what eternsl terrors hang
Lrovmd the second death.

Lord God of Truth end Grace,
Teach us that death to shun,

Lest we be banished from Thy face,
And evermore undone.m

Paul ssid, Yand you, being dead in your sins end the tncircurcision of your flesh, hath
he guickened together with him, having forgiven you sll tresvasses.’ Colossiens 2:13.
This means thot men, with their souls brought ¥inte captivity to the lsw of gipf--svil
hearts, tnholy pessions, depraved aifections predominating--are outgide of Christts saving
mercy--dead by means of sin end their sins., Thiss fearful stetsment——universsl in rule
since Adem fell-mesns thai sinners impenitent, hating not sin, loving not GSod, not scguitted
in Christ, not mede perfectly rightecus through faith in Christ, not washed " in Chrisi's
blood, the eyes of their souls hot directed toward the cross, having never come to Christ,
refusing to come to Christ that they might have lifs, never heving experienced & sense of
reconcilistion, their nstursl enmity toward God stubbornly meintained, ars 8s desd &8 sn-
tombed Iszerus before the voice of Jesus summoned him. Spiritually desd, though naturaily
alive. Desd—-without Chrisi, though respectable, exemplary, cleiming personsl worih,
satisfied with outward forms-of godliness, decent ! Yet rejecting God's Jon as Savioures
excusing themselves from accepiins the Gospel invitations, their chance of salvation and
heaven is 28 good s the lowest of the low who penitently come in fil%Hy vegs to Christ.
Tesd~—the moral sense 8o perverted that all wonders of grece, all excellencies of Christ
which the cross revesls, 21l warnings snd promises of the Bible fall upon them "like sup~
beame upon the eyes of the deed. Though alive physically, as dead undsr the sentence oF
the lesw, 28 dead in reapect to the vrivileges znd promotions of spiritusl life, as tead
in oprposition to regensration and sanctificetlion, 28 dead in insensibility to spiritusl
and hesvenly thinegs as the dead in their graves 10 earthly noiss. Dead from twe causes—
the igncrence which men inherit from the fall, end the law of sin in the members which
leads to sctual rebellion sgainst Geod.

Tnseved men are dead 1o Christ and o God--no faith in Him; ne response to His love; no
felt need of His mercy; no recognition in their hearis of the eriminzlity of thelr sinsg;
no acknowledgment of the terrible liabilities end dangeTous CORSELENCESS of sin; no re-
pentance tnto sternal 1life; no awereness that sll unforgiven sin will be accompenied with
an absolutely righteous retribution; no Lelief that Jesus, the wisest and tenderest who
ever appesrsd on esarth, who loved and lived pné disd =8 none other, was notb afraid nor
eshamed to spesk the truth sbout hell.
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A men may be bliné snd slive, deaf and alive, dumb and slive. Eat if he is insensible to
meterial thinge he is dead. So it is with the unrenewsd soul; it meets sll objects and
sgencies of the spiritusl world with ccld indifferemce, with utter unconcers, Though he

is charged with numberless trensgréssions, and the wrath of God abideth on him, hs is sen-
sible of no burden. Though destruction sznd misery zre in his weys, he is unalarmed. fhough
God reproves, encourages, asserts His suthoriily, displays the ressonablensss of His com-
mand, sddresses men's hope and men's fesr, drews back the veil that hides the eternal world
and sets life and death, blessing and cursing before them, men turn ewey from Him that
snesketh, reject the counsel of God sgainst themsslves, remaining stubbornly inflexible
sgainst all Godls overtures of love and mercy.

Spiritualliy dead is the netursal men--comrletely devoid of natural life. MAlive worldwards,
2live selfwards, alive sinwards, bubt dead Godwerds." Men who sre slive physlically under—
stand nsturasl things. They reason, talk, play, work, =at, drink, merry, build, plent,
trede~~and receive the natursl benefifs of such. But their souls, having no union with
Christ, are in the siste snd power of spiritusl desth--there is no motion toward God and
heavenly things., Though many exceliencies sdorn their associations with men, those excel-
iencies are 88 so many flowers on & corpse. Their affectlons toward God are frozen. 3Such
i8 the sad, deplorsble desdness of the unsaved individuel and the unsaved Losis.

in the second place, let us note the cause of this death., It is sin. “4he wages of sin
is desth.' Sin, in desirbetion sxtensive, mekes universal abuse of Chrisitie Person, nature,
‘offices, righisousness, blood, death. Sip——awful, universal, inescapable——the gquintessence
of all horrors, the ceusative element of =11 world suffering, throws man, woefully deranged,
migerable, ungoverned, erratic, losi, into lesgues of night. Sin, the most terrible fact
of Godls tniverse, 1ifels most dresdful and inexorable curse, manifest lnwerdly in dis-
crowned facultiss and degradetions of humen love end brutelized spirits, is the desert’
bresth thet drinks every dew. This evil, the disease of the soul, the instrument of ever-
lasting ruin, the midnight blackness that invests msn's whole morsel being, subverted the
constitutional order of man's nailure, dismentled him of his nobllity, cspused nim to give
mneonditional surrendsr to disbolical power, desiroyed ths hsrmony of his powers. Zin,
destructive of all hevpiness, hss withered evsrything feir. Sin, darkening the understani--
ing, searing the conscience, meking the will rebellious, occasioning =211 tesrs of sorrow
and all pengs of sgony, has blssted everything good, mede bitter everything sweet, rolled
tides of trecedy Tfar and wide--sweeping 211 lands with death. B3in, promising velvet and
giving & shroud, promising liberty snd giving slevery, promising nectar and giving gall,
promising good fruit snd giving the casi—out rinds of carcussl, promising perfumsd handker-
chiefs and giving foul rags, promising silk and giving seckecloth. Sin's golid has no pur-
chesing pover. Sints revelry is burlesque, ein's splendors fadad spengles, sinfs plessures
chastly fictions. Sin, like the shirt of Fessus, burns one alive. As thet poison garmeni
ste awsy the muscles of the victim in his vein attempi to rid himseld of it, =o sin dss-
troys the powsr of men—bringing desth. Rub where is 1ife for this desth? There is only
she saswer--now and forever. -

t ig Christ Jesus. From & condition 80 wubterl
ow is the lost sinner to be rescusd? The disessed soul eured? The cepiive made free?
he desd nmsde alive? Ry puny articulstions of human eloguence? By sris of speech? Ey
improvements in enviromment? By enlture? Con the influence of morsl suesiopn-affect this
work? ¥No. These things are as impotent o bring thls rescue from desth to 1ife, Ifrom
ondzge to liberty, from rotienness to health, from the pit o the throne, Trom the depths
of ruin untoid, 285 is an infantls arm to chain the lighining, as Is a teaspoon Lo stay the
nad wlunge of an avalanche. PBut in Christ is this rescue, this 1ife, this heslth, this
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Christ Jegus-—-in whom 211 beauiy, holiness, perfection, meei--possessing menhood in it
purity and Codhesd in its vastness, exheusis the precious iressures of His invslusble
blood to pay our debis. He only is the everlasiing source of humen salvation. He only:
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can open 30 mankind the founiazins of grace. Through Him
ness of God doubly honorsd and mercy in yichest munificsnce nroclaimed
Bigm the purncse of divine Jove aitaing full and final ¢ I
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in is debit-—snd divine forgiveness ig Godls sccepiznce of the crimsor coin of Christis
blood as payment for the debb. Sin is 2 cloud: divine forgiveness is the sun which drinks
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it. Sin is & stain: divine forgiveness is the beth which clesnses it swey. 3in is dross:
divine fargiveness is the furnace which burns i% oui. Sin is derkness: divine forgive-
ness is the light which dispsls it. 3Sin is 2 burden: divine ?orgivaqe** is ths buri
it in the seas’ depths. Sin is 2 poison: divine forgiveness is the snbidéie thntielim
ates it. Sin is & corsl reef on which ships go down: divine fazgavmness is the powe
removes it. Sin is the foul mizsma: &ivi-e forgiveness is the pure wind that swseps i
awey. 3in is o sewer pipe: divine forgiveness is the transformstion that mekes it =2 rToss
n is the blotted snd dlurred record: divine forgiveness is the srasure of the
e
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The God of sll grace poured out wrath vpon the sinless Christ. Forsaken was He that our
ging might ve forgiven and forgotien. He received the wagses of sin which He never earned
that we might have sternal 1ifs which we never deserved. Wo the bottom of the pit went He
that we mnight be in the bQSOm of the Father. He wendt into swiful gloom thet we might entsr
into glory. Sold wes Fe thei we might ransomed be. Bound was He thst He might hestow
upon us true freedom--the fresdom of sons. Scourged was He that by His siripes we might

be hesled., Crucifisd wes He thai ikrovgh His grace we might crucify the flesh. Tor & time
He wss seversted from God thet we might bs with God through =il sternity.

Wnet will you do with this Christ in whom are sl11 the riches of grace--whose arms are never
.closed sgainst wreichedness or penitenmce? With Him who loved 21} snd loved them mors than
Hinself? With Him who went through ths gates of death that the gates of death night nevsr
hold vwes in? With His who lay in tbe grave to teke its chill and darkness snd horror aweg
and taught us how to ascend from the ftomb?

For e211 who wish te, and will, receive the Saviour, He stands ready to bring from desth to
1ife, from shemeful failure and loss into the gain of His Cross. No reluctance, but oniy
highest willingness is on His side. What will you do with the Christ who receiveth sinful
men? You cen pess from death to lifs through Him. For the weariest day, He will be your
stay. Por the darkest night, Fe will be your iight. For the weakssi hour, He will be
your power. For each moment's call, He will be your all. What will you do with Him who
was sssaulted thet we mizhit be shielded--smitten that we might be hesled--lacerated that
we might be liberated~-slain that we might be sscured--who met all the toriures of condem—
“mation for our justificetion-~who will change the whole world by the brightness of His
coning?

Without Jesus Christ——in death there is mo assurance; in itrouble thers is no refuge; in
sorrow there is no comfori; in tempistion there is no sirenmgth; in disaster there is no
coursge; in sin there is no grace; in pernlexity there is no prompting; in derkness there
ig no ligh%; in storms there is no calm. 1t with Jesuse you have assurance of victory over
sin, the world and etarnal pumishmsnt.



