CHRIST'S CLEANSING BLOOD

"Byt if we walk in the 1ight, as he is in the 1light, we have fellowship ome with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son eleanseth ws from all sin.™ I Johm 1:7.

No writer in the New Testament more nerfectly combines denth of meaning with simplieity

of statement than does John., FHe savs, "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”

That statement reminds one of the besutifwl Silver Svrimgs in Florida, a great depth of

clear water bubbling from the earth, but very smell objects are clearly visible on its
bottom. Johmn, in this figure of speech, means that in God is perfect purity, znd that withomw
real and growing puriiy in curselves we cannot have fellowship with God.

Our text teaches the defilement of sin. Sin! What 2 word that is! What a histery it has!
In what anguish it has been written., Sin is the vorst werd im any man's vocabulary. Ye
cannot think of any other word that is quite so ruincus, devastating, blackening and
diabolical as sim., It has crept inte every life thet hes ever been lived, except that of
Christ, and left its fingerprints of shame and remerse. The word "sin® has in it the hiss
of a serpent, and many would rather not have it mentioned. Meny prefer to call sin by scme
lese objectiomable name and regerd it merely as an error, mlstake, informity or failure.
But sin is something to be feared, hated and aveided.

Sin ig the mest tragic fact in humsn 1ife, the blackest vage in human history. The saddest
day in the histery of the humen roce wes when sin entered ths world. Sin wrecked the Garden
of Bden. Sin cemsed Cain to sley fbel. Sin mede it necessery for God to send the terrible
flocd that destroyed most of the humen family. Sin breought the vholessle murder of war.

Sin crucified the ILord of glory. Sin is the masked snemy lurking in the shadow of the
night, sowing seeds of discord among friends and transforming faith into suspicion and love
into hate. Sin robs hwmen life of everything that is really worth while.

Who is the painted temptress thet steals virtue from the pure, the fair siren who, seated
on the rock by a deadly pool, smiles to deceive, simgs to lure, kisses to betray, and
flings her arms around our necks to leap with us imto perdition? Sin! Who tramsforms
homes into hell, fathers imto fiends, mothers into monsters, brothers into brutes, and
sisters into sirems, amd then gathering them inte its arme flings them weeping amd wailing
inte perdition? Sin!

Neme me, if you can, a sorrow that oin has not caused, a defilement it héas pot made. Every
anguish that rends the brow, every psim that plerees the body, every shame that shadows
1life, every tear thet scalds the cheek, every guilt thet pollutes the soul; the maniac's
chain, the felon!s cell, the coffin, the hearse, the grave, hell itself, are the fruits

of gin. Sin is pollutien arnd death.

Seth Joshue was talking to a men one day, and the man said to him: '"You know, I can't

swallew all that you preachers say about original sin.® Joshua said: ™y friend, you need
not swallow it, it is inside you already!" Thet, then is the plain truth of the matter.

There is an old proverdb that says: ™e all come from the same mould; only some of us are

more mouldy than others!®™ At any rate we know that is true. All of ms are up against the
same problem, which is sin. Sin is a transgression of the law, missing the merk, disobedience,
knowing to de good and doing it not. The Bible teaches that sin is cosmopeliten, cunning,
deceptive, poisonous, loathsome, bitter, deathly and satanie.

Sin is the most destructive thing in the world. It hrings disease and physical suffering
and destroys humer bodies, It brings meny to unitimely sraves. It desiroys human minds,
"The wages of sin ie death® to evervthing that is vorthwhile in life. Tt i1s death to both
character and heppiness, In the light of these facte, 1t is certainly wonderful that God's
Word tells us the good news that "God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet simmers, Christ died for us" (Romsns 5:8). "He hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the rightecusness of God in him" (IT Corinthianms 5:21).



-2

Our text declares the way of pardon and forgiveness 1o be by the bloed of Christ. It reminds
us that the Bible is the book of the bloed. The one theme out of which 21l its other themes
grow is the blood. The blood is the scarlet thread that binds its parts together in unbroken
unity. Teke it out and the great book falls apart, a confused and dismembered mass withont
the power to bless or to save. :

The bloed of Christ gives to the Bible its highest value. It gives to its types and shadows
the substance; to its symbols their sign; to its prophecies their promise; and to the gospel.
its good mews. Take the bleod out and the star of human hope, eclivsed by an impenetrable
cloud of despair, drops into an eternal hell. Take it oub, and Ged is a terror, and heaven
a mockery of our misery. Without His bleod we can do nothing but despair and die and be
damned .

Yea, the blood of Christ that mekes atonement for the sins of the whole world is the foundation
of our faith, the inspiration of our hope, and the ground of our confidence. Not Christ,
but Christ cruecified is the power of God unto salvation teo every ome that believeth,

The blood of Jesus Christ His Sorn cleanseth us frem all sin. If sin shuls us up to death
and hell, His bleood opens the gutes to eternal life ernd heaven. If sin has polluted and
defiled us, His blood can meke us white amd clean, If sin has enslaved us, it is His bleed
that redeems us and makes us free. IF sin condemns vz uader the law and alienstes us from
God, His bleood justifies us before the law and recenciles ns to Ged.

The Bible uses many illustrations tc chow how completely the blood of Christ delivers us
frem the power and pensliy of sin: it gives 1ife, justification, redemption, recenciliation,
peace, pardon, purity, and sanctification. No ome ef these illustrations gives a complete
idez of what Christ does for those who lovingly believe in Him. Bach one of them shows
some phase of His work, and all of them emphasize the fact of complete salvation, of how
the blood of Christ removes every cobaztacle beitween God and owr salvation.

In recent ?ears medieal science has élsGGVerea many remarksble things about blood and is
eontinwally finding new uses for it in the treatment of patients, Many lives have been
prelonged through blood transfusians°

 Blood is a subjeet which occurs many times in both the Old and New Testamenis. The Foly
Spirit has led Bible wrilers to emphasize the subject of blood. Men may cavil at it, call
it old-fashioned and regard it as a relic of the dark ages, yet it stands out upom the pages
of Bely Wit elalmlng attention,

Semebody might sey, “Why all this talk about bleod when there are so many beauwtiful things
about the life of Christ? Why not talk abeut His boyheod, His youth and His manhood rather
than the ignominious death which He died? Why not sit at His feet and listen to His parables
which are so interesting and instrumetive? I would remind you that the text does not say,
"The 1ife of Jesus Christ his Son cleasnseth us from all sin,® but rather, "The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” With no thought of minimizing His glorious
life, the Holy Spirit informs us that it is the blood which counts.

Close attention to the comtext makes it clear that the reference here is not to forgiveness
but to purifying. We do get forgiveness through His blood, but John is writing about the
cleansing that comes through the power of His bleood. "He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse ws from &ll unrightecusness." He is stressipg the cleansing
from sin that follews forgiveness.

I have seen the men who work in the coal mines come out of the mines with the grime and
scot of the coal wpon them. Their faces, necks, arms and hands were as grimy and black
ag could be. So disecolored were they that one could searcely recognize them. But after

they had gome to the bathhouse and had taken s %écd bath and been thoroughly ecleansed, then
the old smiles returned to the kindly faces, and the same eyes beamed wpon their frzends,

and the same honest hands gripped yours.
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"There is & foumtair filled with blood
Drewn from Immanuel's veins:

And sinvers plunged beneath that flcod,
Iose a1l their guilty stains.®

During the Civil War a chaplain went among the soldiers in a hospital and preached unte
them the way of sailvation through Christ. He found onhs man whose eyes were closed and who
was muttering something sbout blood, biocod. The ehsplain theught he was thinking of the
carnage of the batitlefield, and going to kim he trisd to divert his mind: bul the yomeg

men looked up and said: "Ch, doctor, It was not that thet I was thinking of; I was thinking
how precious the blood of Christ iz to me now that T am dying. It covers all my sins."

One day Queen Victoria visited a vaper will, and whern she saw the filthy rags, exclaimed,
"How can those be made white?® Uik, your majesty,"” was the reply: "I have a powerful
chemical process by which T take lhe coler even out of those red rags.® BSome days after,
-the Queen found on her writing-desk a lot of the most besubtifully polished writing-paper
she had ever seen; on each sheet were the letters of her own name and likeness. There was
also this accompanying note: ™ill the Cueen be pleased to accept a specimen of my vaper
with the asgurance thalt every sheeol was made frem the dirty rags she saw on the back of the
moer'ragupicker’ Will the Cueen allow me to say I heve had meny a good sermon preached to
me in my mill? I can understand how the Iord Jés&s san take the poor heathen and the vilest
of the viie and moke them elesn and vhite, AMnd T cver see how Fe can put His own name uwpon
them; and just as these rages trensformed may ge into a roval palace and be admlred So poer
sinners can be received intc the vpalace of the Grest Hing. ™

Christ's blood cleanses from =Ll gin--priginal sin, ivherited sin and actual sin; sins of
thowght; word and deed; sins of vresumptiom and of ipnorance, sins of thought and of desive,
gins of omission and of commission, sims of words and of deeds, sins of echildhcos and of
youth, sgins of adulthood and of old sge.

 Hote that the Apostle John 4id not write "hath cleansed® or "will cleanse, but "eleanseth”
-wpresent tense, meaning ™s cleansing.” The cleansing is something that is going on all
the time. The preecious bleed of Christ exerits its purifving influence eonstantly and
continmously, and always in the present., This is a provision eof divine grace which we need
every day. In our daily tasks the clothes we wear become solled, so they mmst be eleaned
or laundered. If we ecould look ai our souls, as we Juok al our clothes, we would fimd that
our souls also become seiled in the wear and tear and dust and grime eof life., Who is not
corscicus of this fact? We ruby wp agsinst the dirty things of this world and come sway with
the stain of it on our seuls. We need cleansing daily.

This daily cleansing has been provided for us in the work of Christ. Day by day, and hour
by hour, if we "walk in the light as He is in the light," the stains of sin we pick wp, in
the process of living, are washed by the bleood of Christ., All who "walk in the light" are
being cleansed daily. Cleansing from sin means deliverance from the pollution of it. It

is wonderful te know that the bleod iz ceaselessly operative.

F¥o matter how long you have comtinued im sin or how deeply you have gome into it, you can
be forgiven and saved from it by the Iord Jesug Christ if yom will trmet Him as your Saviowr.
Hot only can you be fergiven and cleansed by Him, bul you can become

tNear, so very near Lo God,
Nearer I cannot bes

For in the person of His Sen,
I'm just as near as He.

¥Dear, so very dear to Cod,
Dearer 1 camnot beg

Tor ir the person of Hig Son,
I am just as dear az He."



